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Valencia, Spain:  
The 2022 Design Capital of the World

From a NYC Interior Designer’s point of view
text and photography by Arlene Angard

I just returned from Valencia, Spain, the World Design Capital of 2022, with great 
news: Valencia welcomes you with rich culture and  

very impressive architecture.

FEATURE

Valencia’s invitation to the 
Architecture and Design world 
communities was done with 
much flair and overwhelming 
joy. Europe is trending and 
the world is taking notice! 
Valencia had been designated 
World Design Capital for 
2022 and the local design 
industry basked in the glow 
of its rich program of events 
that attracted thousands of 
international professionals, 
architects, interior designers 
and influencers. 

Feria Hábitat Valencia and 
its collateral exhibitions; 
Espacio Cocina SICI and the 
Home Textile Premium by 
TEXTILHOGAR contributed 
some of the most significant 
content for the World Design 
Capital Valencia 2022 Program 
and I was very grateful and 
honored to be invited to attend. 

One of the most outstanding 
activities in the framework 
of this celebration of design 
took place in the streets of 
Valencia through the well-
attended ‘HabitatOFF’ parties, 
which every afternoon brought 
the hustle and bustle of 
Feria Hábitat Valencia and 
TEXTILHOGAR to the City 
Centre at the brand new Ágora 
Valencia installation.

With intertwining new and 
old architecture done in such 

a delightful manner, this 
energetic city received us 
with Anieme, IVACE, Feria 
Hábitat, Ateval Textiles, 
Home Textiles Premium, 
and Espacio Cocina SICI. 
They dressed up the city 
with lighting technology, 
amazing designs in furniture 
and hyper performance 
textiles, and for first time 
in history under one roof 
(and with all the appropriate 
covid precautions adopted 
after a two-year recess). 
We witnessed a plethora of 
amazing designs, innovative 
products, new materials and 
creative ideas, plus a series 
of design events, workshops, 
talks and presentations.

The organizers planned 
full day agendas, with fun 
workshops, networking 
and cultural events during 
the day, and tours of fun 
and interesting City sites 
highlighting Valencia’s new 
and old architecture in full 
splendor at night. Various 
different Spanish Institutions 
invited us to learn, eat and 
party in a very chic, cultural 
and well-organized way. All 
these new trends fit very 
nicely with those Working-
From-Home and also those 
looking to be Back-in-the-
Office. These are some of the 

Design and City at the Centre del Carme Cultural 
Centre (CCCC) part of ‘HabitatOFF.’



most interesting products and 
ideas I encountered and the 
latest trends we learned about. 

The latest technologies for 
office and home acoustics, new 
high-performance textiles and 
the latest trends in furniture 
and kitchen designs:

Acoustics
We learned about the latest 

noise reduction techniques 
using fun and sustainable 
materials on walls, floors and 
ceilings; Textiles, Foams and 
Area Rugs that provide more 
acoustic privacy, as well as 
sound absorbing Furniture.

In our post-pandemic lives, 
working from home, full or 
part-time has offered us all 
many convenient benefits. 
But a large number of workers 
are finding it increasingly 
hard to find peace and quiet 
for themselves or for others 

sharing the space. In past 
Design Projects, I used 
similar techniques to dampen 
excess noise by installing 
colorful, acoustic wall panels. 
Fabricated from beautiful 
ultra-suede, striking velvet 
that added style and luxury 
while dampening sound.

At the fair we found very 
stylish, soundproof products 
for the home office, or any 
other room at home; kids’ 
classrooms and play spaces, 
home theaters and media 
rooms. The wall-mounted 
felt and wooden tiles can be 
designed in any color or size. 
VANSSEN has my favorite 
wood finishes.

The hyper performance 
textiles that were introduced 
by the different manufacturers 
were so soft and resistant they 
seemed perfect for upholstered 
walls and furniture. 
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Sancal’s fun sound absorbing sofa. Impressive composition of 11 
links joined together to give free rein to creativity in the office.

Espacio Cocina SICI exhibiting interesting  
Kitchen Ventilation Systems.

Pielsa Company with High Performance  
Jacquard Premium textiles.
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digital or voice activated 
devices. Specially in kitchen 
designs.

Commercially speaking, one 
of the most relevant sections at 
the fair were those dedicated 
to the contemporary décor and 
upholstered furniture. Some of 
the great protagonists were the 
biggest names like GARCÍA 
SABATÉ, MONRABAL 
CHIRIVELLA, THAI 
NATURA, VICALHOME, 
GRUPO SEYS, FRANCO 
FURNITURE, ROS, FENICIA. 
For the first time, the event 
featured three of the most 
important European groups 
in this space as exhibitors: 
Dutch Eichholtz, Italian EDG, 

High Performance 
Materials 

For Outdoor and Indoor 
Textiles: colorful, soft, fun, 
breathable, stain-resistant, 
waterproof and high traffic 
residential and commercial 
fabrics. PIELSA has my favorite 
jacquard textiles.

Innovation, technology and 
sustainability play a major role 
in this sector with furnishing 
collections made of avant-garde 
materials, including recyclable 
PET fibers, renewable raw 
materials, highly-resistance 
surfaces and anti-pollution 
textiles—like the PURETI 
fabrics—or integrating 
mechanisms activated by 

Portuguese A. BRITO, and 
French Athezza.

Come to visit us and explore 
the latest hot European 
trends at our studio! Now is 
the perfect time to invest in 
Amazing European Products… 
European trends are hot!  !

Acoustic decorative wood panels from Vanssen.

New Pavillon Agora at the 
Ayuntamiento Plaza to 
welcome HabitatOFF, the 
nerve centre of the WDC 2022.

At the fair we found 
very stylish, soundproof 
products for the home 
of!ice, or any other 
room at home; kids’ 
classrooms and play 
spaces, home theaters 
and media rooms. 


